
THE USE OF SATELLITE DATA IN OPERATIONAL NUMERICAL WEATHER 
PREDICTION MODELS: CURRENT STATUS AND FUTURE PLANS 
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NCEP, a central component of the NOAA National Weather Service, has been the focal point of the nation's 
environmental modeling efforts for 53 years. Its mission is to deliver national and global weather, water, climate and space 
weather guidance, forecasts, warnings and analyses to its partners and external user communities. These products and 
services ultimately help to protect life and property, enhance the nation's economy and support the nation's growing need for 
environmental information (NOAA Magazine 2/8/07). 
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